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18-09-2025 National Student Short Film Competition on the theme “The Heroic Exodus of
the Free Besieged of Messolonghi in 1826”

The General Secretariat for Religious Affairs of the Ministry of Education, Religious Affairs and
Sports and the Special Synodical Committee on Cultural Identity of the Holy Synod of the
Church of Greece are organizing a national student short film competition on the theme: “The
Heroic Exodus of the Free Besieged of Messolonghi in 1826”, marking the 200th anniversary
of this historic event.

Second and third grade middle school students from all over Greece may participate in the
competition until February 26, 2026, either individually or in groups of up to three students,
under the supervision of a teacher.

Awarded students will take part in an educational program, which includes a visit to the Holy
City of Messolonghi and an awards ceremony.

For the current school year, the central theme of the competition is the heroic Exodus of the
Free Besieged of Messolonghi on April 10-11, 1826. In particular, students are invited to create
a short film (video) inspired by one of the following figures from the Second Siege (1825-1826)
period and the heroic Exodus of the Free Besieged of messolonghi:

National Martyr Bishop Joseph of Roga,

The notable Christos Kapsalis,

Johann Jacob Meyer (Swiss Philhellene and publisher of the Greek Chronicles),
Tassoula Gyftogianni (heroine of the Second Siege of Messolonghi) and
loannis Papadiamantopoulos
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Through their creative work, students will have the opportunity to express their thoughts and
feelings on the topic and to reflect on its significance and relevance in modern life, drawing



inspiration especially from the lives and work of the historical figures highlighted in this year’s
competition.

Furthermore, participants will become familiar with scientific and historical research, acting
as researchers of the past through the exploration and study of historical sources.
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